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FIRST IN DEFENSE     USS FORRESTAL CVA/CV/AVT-59     FOREVER IN DIGNITY 

2026  LCDR Hugh R. McCabe Presidential Scholarship Application 

Sponsored By:  USS FORRESTAL CVA/CV/AVT-59 ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc., conducts an annual scholarship competition for the educational support and 

benefit of descendants of past and present members of the USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc. 

This page to be completed by "Applicant": 

Full Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _________________________________________________________________ 

                          _________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Email Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  (_____)  _____ - _________                Date of Birth:   _____/_____/______ 

Name of School Currently Attending: ____________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________   State: _____________   Zip: _________ 

Check School Information (select one):  

• Senior in High School  [_]    Completion Date:   _____/_____/_______ 

• Community College [_]   First Year [_]   Second Year [_] 

• College/University  [_] Freshman [_]  Sophomore [_]  Junior [_]  Senior [_] 

• Trade/Vocation School   [_]         Completion Date:   _____/_____/_______ 

Expected Graduation Date:  _____/_____/______        Current GPA   (3.0 minimum):  __________ 

 
 

Applicant’s Printed Name:  _________________________________  

 

Applicant’s Signature:   ____________________________________   Date Signed:  ___/____/____ 
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2026 LCDR Hugh R. McCabe Presidential Scholarship Application 

Sponsored By 

USS FORRESTAL CVA/CV/AVT-59 ASSOCIATION, INC. 
(Continued) 

This section to be completed by "Sponsor": 

Sponsor’s Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

Sponsor’s Address: _____________________________________________________ 

            _____________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Number:  _________     Relationship to Applicant: __________________ 

Sponsor Email Address:  _________________________________________________ 

Sponsor’s status with The USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc. 
• [_]  A current USS FORRESTAL Association Member in good standing 
• [_]  A deceased USS FORRESTAL Association Member 

 
SPONSOR'S SIGNATURE:  _________________________________    
Date Signed:_____/_____/______ 

 
 
 

PLEASE ENCLOSE THE FOLLOWING WITH YOUR APPLICATION 

Check-off list (See details on instructions Page 3)  

[_]  1. If a high school senior, a letter of acceptance from a college/university signed 

    by an official of the institution 
[_]  2. Signed transcript of school grades in sealed envelope  
[_]  3. Minimum of 3.0 Grade Point Average  
[_]  4. Hours of volunteer work documents  
[_]  5. Honors documents (2 maximum)  
[_]  6. Essay of 250 to 500 words 
[_]  7. Taking minimum of 12 credit hours of study (full time student)  
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2026 USS FORRESTAL CVA/CV/AVT-59 Association, Inc. 
SCHOLARSHIP INSTRUCTIONS & SCORING INFORMATION 

The Scholarship Committee shall award  two scholarships defined by the criteria below. 

A. Eligibility:   Applicant must be a child, grandchild, great-grandchild or great-great-grandchild of a paid-up 
member or a deceased member of the USS FORRESTAL CVA/CV/AVT-59 Association, Inc. 

B. Guidelines:  Applicant must be enrolled as a full-time student in the upcoming fall semester/quarter at an 
accredited college, university, community college or trade school; or if a current high school senior, must 
include a letter of acceptance from an accredited college, university or trade school signed by an official of 
the institution.  Applicant must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Official transcripts must be sent in a sealed 
envelope. 

C. Contest Details:  The monetary award levels are:  $3,000 Winner -- $2,000 Second Place 

The essay theme for 2026 is Define "Patriotism, Individual Choice or Civic Duty to Your Country?" The 
essay must be from 250 to 500 words, legibly written or typed in blue or black ink on one side of 8 ½” x 11” 
paper.  All scholarship competition entries must be postmarked by July 15, 2026*, and mailed to: 

 

USS FORRESTAL Scholarship Manager 

Mr. Robert Zakian 

47 Woodside Meadow Rd., York, ME  03909 
Email:  rjzake@aol.com  

D. Selection Criteria Process and Judging Guidelines 

Three (3) judges will independently read and score all entries.  The author of the entries will be totally 

unknown to the judges. 

The following scoring system will be used: 

GPA x 10 (Maximum of 40 points)  
Total hours of volunteer work x 1 (Maximum of 10 points)  
Each honor/award 5 points (Maximum of 10 points) 

Essay:  Up to 40 points for quality of message; Up to 10 points for 

grammar, spelling, and neatness. 

  Judging will be completed and the winners announced by no later than August 15, 2026*. 

*Recent USPS changes indicate that postmark date may be later than the date item is mailed. 

 

E. Miscellaneous Information:   Fifty (50%) percent of the scholarship shall be awarded at the end of the 
first semester and the balance upon completion of the academic year.  A minimum GPA of 3.0 must be 
always maintained.  Official transcripts must be submitted at the end of the first semester and upon 
completion of the academic year. 

Once the USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc., Scholarship Chairman has announced the winners, the 
Forrestal Association’s Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare and mail the award checks in the appropriate 
amounts directly to the winners. 

Scholarship award winners agree to allow the USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc., to publish their essay 
and their current photo which they will provide upon request. 

The USS FORRESTAL Association, Inc., Scholarship Chairman can be contacted by email at rjzak@aol.com. 


